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By Steve Hoffman
Staff Writer

The Avon Grove High School football team took a big step
toward its first winning season ever last Friday night, defeating
the rival Blue Demons of Kennett High School, 13-0 in front of an
appreciative, but wet, home crowd.

Football games are most often won in the trenches and that was
certainly true in this case. The rebuilt Avon Grove offensive line
controlled the line of scrimmage most of the night, opening up
holes for the Red Devils’ ground attack that amassed more than 225
yards. Two early scores by Avon Grove put Kennett on the defen-
sive—pressing them to pass the ball despite the rainy conditions,
while the Red Devils could run the ball repeatedly, gaining more
than four yards per attempt.

Avon Grove’s offense, led by quarterback Kyle Kush, marched
69 yards on its first possession to claim the lead. A 25-yard gain
by Kush keyed the drive. Runs by Ryan Ayers and Zach Johnson
moved the chains along the way, and Ren Hoilman completed the
drive by finding his way into the end zone with 4:59 left in the first
quarter. The point-after attempt failed.

Soon, Avon Grove was on the attack again, having stopped
Kennett’s second drive with a tenacious defensive effort. A 20-
yard pass play from Kush to Hoilman moved Avon Grove deep in
Kennett territory. Kush finished off this drive with a touchdown
run. The extra point by kicker Tyler Wilkinson made it 13-0 just a
few seconds into the second quarter.

As the rain intensified, moving the ball became more difficult for
both teams.

Kennett quarterback Ben Petrak put the ball in the air 27 times,
which would have been a lot even with drier conditions. Avon
Grove’s defense focused on the run, with linebackers playing up
and challenging Kennett’s spread offense to try to run the ball.

Ultimately, having to put the ball in the air so often led to
Kennett’s undoing. The Red Devils picked off three passes; two of
them cutting short drives that showed promise.

Kennett had some success offensively, but Avon Grove’s defense
responded when it was tested. For instance, late in the second
quarter, Kennett managed to come up with an interception and a
personal foul penalty against Avon Grove gave the Blue Demons
the ball in Red Devil territory. But Avon Grove’s defense moved
Kennett backward from there and soon they were forced to punt.
Then, early in third quarter, Kennett’s Shawn Jones recovered
a fumble at the Avon Grove 30. Petrak then connected with Ty
Rochester to move inside the 10. Again, Avon Grove’s defense
responded. Petrak dropped back and lofted a pass that was tipped
by Sam Benson. The ball fell into the waiting hands of Avon
Grove’s sensational defensive back Jordan Harris. He raced all
the way down the sideline for an apparent touchdown. A clipping
penalty negated the return, though, and Kennett was still within
reasonable striking distance.

The Blue Demon defense played valiantly, holding Avon Grove
scoreless for most of the last three quarters.

Big plays helped Avon Grove’s defense preserve the shutout.
Harris stopped another Kennett drive with his second interception,
this one at the 5-yard line.

Late in the fourth quarter, with time running out, Petrak connect-
ed with tight end Matt Knight on a beautiful 33-yard pass play. But
once again, Avon Grove’s defense answered the challenge, coming
up with another big turnover, sealing the victory.

Kush, Hoilman, and Ayers combined for more than 200 yards
rushing. Credit for that went to the offensive line, the quarterback
said.

“Our offensive line is young but they did a good job tonight,” said
Kush. “They’re young, but they’re smart guys on that line. They
opened up the holes and we pounded the ball. If you come out and
score early, you can do that. All the credit goes to the line.”

Avon Grove Head Coach Marvin Dooley commented on the
offensive game plan and how it was altered by the weather.

“I think we could have done a lot more offensively if it wasn’t
raining. When it rains, your playbook gets smaller, and when you
get an early lead like we did, it gets even smaller.

Dooley was particularly pleased with the defensive effort. “We
played hard. We played with emotion. A shutout is hard to come by
in high school football.”

The coach concluded, “I’m happy with the effort. We played hard
on both sides of the ball. A win’s a win. I’ll take it.”

Although the Red Devils were mostly pleased with the strong
opening to the 2008 season, Harris said that the team would work
hard to improve on some areas.

“I think we can improve catching on defense. We dropped a
couple of interceptions. They’ll have us working on that in practice
this week,” he predicted.

The Red Devils will have to work hard if they are going to
compete in the tough Ches-Mont League. The mighty Unionville
Indians opened the season with a hard-fought win over Interboro,
and Oxford narrowly lost to West Chester East. There will be few
easy games under the bright Friday night lights.

Kush commented on the burgeoning rivalry between Avon Grove
and Kennett, two still-new programs in search of a first winning
season.

“Kennett fought us hard. It was a good win. We grew up playing
these guys. It’s definitely a cross-town rivalry,” he said.

With one win already secure, the Red Devils will take on the
Oxford Hornets (Friday night, 7 p.m. in Avon Grove) next. The Red
Devils are hoping to make a little history as the season unfolds.

Said Harris, “I think we can have our first winning season. We’re
going to work hard. We’re going to be strong.”
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Photos (10) by Steve Hoffman
Avon Grove quarterback Kyle Kush led the Red Devils to two early scores.

The Blue Demons’ offense put together several nice drives, but big defensive plays at crucial times preserved the shutout for
Avon Grove.
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The rain didn’t stop fans from showmg up to support thelr team

We will match any competitor’s advertised price on the same in-store
item. Just bring the competitor’s ad in with you!

Hours:

PYLE'S

HOME & SUPPLY

LOW PRICE GUARANTEE!
P

Sat 7:30-6pm; Sun 9:00-5pm

www.pyleshome.com

Rt. 41 - 2 mile S. of Rt.1
Avondale, PA

610-268-2255

Mon-Fri 7:00-7:pm

‘“""" -

<





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [936.000 1548.000]
>> setpagedevice


